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/7 ™\ Mymotherhashadwonderful
{ | holidays around theltalian
\_ / Lakes,butwith advancing age
. anddecreasing mobility, sheno
longer has the confidence to travel alone.
I'have offered to accompany herfora
weekin June, staying inan hotel with
lake frontage and within short walking
distance of a small, pretty town. All the
optionsI have seen charge excessive
single supplements. A poolandgym
would be nice,butalake view,good food,
gardens and easy walking formotherare
priorities. This may be the last time that
sheventures abroad.
Robert Nutton, via e-mail

A Ifyoucouldtravel in May you

/ \ couldboth takeadvantage of one

/~\ ofVoyagesJulesVernes (0845
L\ 1667035, vjv.com)no
single-upplement departures. The
four-star Grand Hotel Cadenabbia stands
on Lake Como’s western shore, with the
gardensof Villa Carlottabehind and views
of Bellagioin front. [thassmartrooms, a
small pool and arestaurant with
panoramic views. Seven nights' B&Bin
lake-facing singlerooms, plus Heathrow
flights, transfersand a cruiseby private
launch, costs £655pp. Go in June and the
pricerises to £865pp. Alternatively, Hotel
Oliviisin thehistorical and traffic-free
town of Sirmione, beside Lake Garda.
Framed by a garden of olive trees, it
promisesapool, Americanbar, health
treatments and free afternoon tea. With
BAflightsto Verona, transfers and aweek’s
B&Bin two single rooms, the costis
£805pp in Junethrough Real Holidays
(020-7359 3938, realholidays.co.uk).

() Westayed atthe Ibis Bradford Shipley
and complained thatthere wasnosoapin

thebathroom. Wewere told that the
usualsmallbar of soap was no longer
being provided and thatwe should use
thedispenser on the wallin theshower.
Dotheyreally expectpeople, especially
those of advancing years, to clamberinto
theshower over the shower tray and back
again, probably in dirty shoes, whenever
they want towash their hands? Thisis
cost-cutting taken to anew low.
Whatever next, bring our own sheets?
Tony Stanley, viae-mail

ATwonderifhotels ever consider that
such penny-pinching canbeso annoying
thatitcanruin aguest’sstay? Youwill be
pleased to hear that soapisback at the Ibis.
“AllIbis hotelsinthe UK providesoap

for guestsboth in the shower and by the
basin.Itis housekeeping andhotel
management’s responsibility to makesure
thatrooms meetthebrandstandard,and I
canassureyouthatlhavediscussed the
matter with the general manager ofthe

hotel,” said Dilek Sezer, the company’s
Yorkshireand Derbyshire director.

() We have beeninvestigating taking a
family tripwith Las Vegas as our starting
point. We would really like to see the
Grand Canyon and Monument

Valley but cannot find any luxury
accommodation east of Las Vegas thatis
within reasonable striking distance of
Bryce Canyon and Monument Valley.
Wenormally choose Four Seasons,
Relais & Chateaux or Starwood resorts.
Andrew McCoig, via e-mail

AThereisno Four Seasonsnearby butthe
conciergeatits Las Vegas property told me
that yourbest option would be the
minimalist Amangiri (001435675 3999,

amanresorts.com)in southern Utah, close
to theborder with Arizona and
surrounded by the Grand Canyon,
Monument Valley and Grand Staircase. It
hasaspa, pooland yoga pavilion,and
suitesstart at a very luxurious £752 anight.
Julia Brookesis the Travel Doctor
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